
These Lilies Ain’t Just Lilies 

Most people think they are familiar with Lilies. What is commonly marketed through 
nurseries, supermarkets & hardware stores have become quite familiar over recent 
years. They are a staple for florists around the globe and are great for that purpose. 

When it comes to garden Lilies there are many different options & that is precisely 
what Lilium Society members seek to present at their Lilium Shows. Tasmania’s mild 
climate & quality soils encourage the growing of the entire range of over 100 species 
& many thousands of hybrid Lilies. Something growers elsewhere can only dream 
about. 

The 2026 Burnie Lilium Show will feature the 
early Lilies, including the beautiful, colourful 
Asiatic & Trumpet/Aurelian Hybrids, along 
with a selection of unusual species from all 
parts of the globe.  

Two weeks later, our 2026 Latrobe Lilium 
Show  features the later Lilies, including the 
beautiful, and beautifully perfumed Oriental & 
Oriental/Trumpet (OT) Lilies, plus the later 
species. 

Whereas almost all florist’s Lilies are up-facing, most garden Lilies are out-facing, or 
the graceful pendant forms. Florist’s Lilies are bred to flower more or less at once & 
last only a week or two at best. If it rains, they are covered in pollen and become quite 
unattractive. 

As garden Lilies face out or down, the rain has little effect. They are bred to flower in 
succession from the bottom to the top of the stem. This means that they can last for 
many weeks in the garden. 

Some garden Lilies have secondary or tertiary buds that repeat the succession all over 
again. These can last up to 6 weeks in the home garden giving much better value. 

Many of these Lilies are simply not available elsewhere. 

Of course, the local Lilium Shows also feature some amazing floral art. We have some 
very creative floral artists who know how to get the best from good Lilies. 

There is also a well-stocked trade table with bulbs, flowers, seeds and plenty to 
interest keen gardeners. Informative videos are also displayed including Lilies and a 
range of rare & unusual plants. 

Expert advice is freely available for the asking.  


